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1.1. The significance of early-modern preaching 
as a historical and literary source 

 
• revival of studies on religious texts since the late 1990s (e.g. James Caudle, 

Tony Claydon, Lori Anne Ferrell, Peter McCullough and Peter Lake) 
 

• acknowledgement of sermons as „theatrical and fundamentally occasional (…) 
literary art inextricably engaged in the public sphere“ (cf. Ferrell / McCullough 
2000) 
 

• growing awareness of the historical contexts that produced sermons oral and 
written  
 

• methodologies beyond formal aesthetic criticism 



1.3. Map of printing and booksale in early-modern England  

AMERICA 



2.1. The rise of political sermons in England since 1689  
 

• Protestantism as the main justification for William‘s and Mary‘s reign -> sermons 
and illustrated religious propaganda 
 

• Act of Censorship 1693 restricts non-conformist printing even further 
 

• contested Hanoverian succession also calls for sermons against uprisings 
 

• low church, presbyterians and American colonists especially supportive of the 
early 18th century Monarchy 
 

• preaching almost exclusively monopolised by pro-government faction 
 

• opposition: „ought to have been“ / „layman's sermon“ 
 

• Jacobite support mainly expressed in fine arts or poetry 



2.2. Anti-Jacobite sermons in present day archives and 
digital libraries 

• Larger ‚Jacobite‘  collections in Scotland such as the McBean Collection contain 
up to 200 anti-rebellion prints. 
 

• An abundant collection of early-modern sermons on all matters is kept in 
Bodley‘s Library (Bodleiana) Oxford. 
 

• 54 anti-rebellion sermons concerning the Jacobite risings are currently available 
in digital libraries. 
 

• No original sermon prints seem to have come to Germany in their own time. 



3.1. General structure and layout of political sermons 

• mostly 20 to 40 pages (small format) 
 

• hardly any illustrations (floral decorations commonly used by printers of the 
time) 
 

• title page often contains political statements as well as references to the Bible 
(even though they are only vaguely connected) 
 

• preliminary statements, dedications, footnotes and annotations turn oral 
sermon into academic treatise 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



3.2. Content of early-modern political sermons 

 
1. catechesis on Biblical texts or Protestant dogma 
 
2. historical evidence for the superiority of Protestantism 
 
3. historical struggles against (Catholic) rebels for the „present excellent 
constitution“ 
 
4. comments on the on-going or recently suppressed rebellion 
 
5. direct appeal to the audience (asking for prayers and active engagement in 
society) 
 
6. hopes for the future / apocalyptical visions 
 
7. postscripts / errata 
 
 



3.3. ‚A sermon occasioned by the present rebellion 
 in Scotland‘ 

• preached by James Moody, Newry, on October 6, 1745, printed in Belfast 
the same year 
 

• no quotations given on front page; biblical reference follows on the second 
page: 1 Cor 16,13 (call for faith and strength) 
 

• emblematic illustration on page 2: beehive as a model for devout service 
to God and men 
 



4. Summary of stylistic devices in Georgian  
anti-rebellion sermons 

• low quality of typeset and print is no indicator of intellectual value 
 

• most Anglican sermons are written in first person plural („we“ / „our“) whereas 
Presbyterian sermons prefer second person plural („you“ / „my brethren“) 
 

• preachers prefer to let the Bible and temporal law speak directly to their audiences 
(large amount of quotations in direct speech) 
 

• biblical stories are interpreted in a contemporary contexts / old-testament verses 
are preferred to new-testament quotations 
 

• abundance of adjectives (e.g. „happy, wise, diligent, consciencious and joyful 
establishment“) used to describe government policy 
 

• frequent repetitions and alliterations to stress central themes 
 

• rhetorical questions and exclamations 
 



• symbolic language rarely used; comparisons between religious dogma and the 
constitution of the state are well explained and generally adopt the rhethoric of 
politics and law; judicial terminology rather than spiritual language 
 

• Christian doctrine reduced to Protestant commonplaces 
 

• both the active consent of the ‚People of God‘ and the leading position of the 
King are presented as foundations of freedom 
 

• ‚duty‘ and ‚obedience‘ interpreted as integral parts of a two-sided covenant 
between God and men / King and people; individuals, however, have no 
freedom of conscience to defy the general guidelines of British society 
(missionary zeal!) 
 

• the ‚body‘ (in church and state) defines community life as a juncture of equal but 
almost identical members 
 

• main task of head / king: to secure and improve existing liberties; to preserve 
unity and hinder ‚foreign‘ bodies 
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